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“Teaching in the dark is a questionable practice”

Hilda Taba (1902 — 1967)
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Notes

* Edgar Krull (Estonia). Professor of Education and the Head of the Department of General Education
at the University of Tartu. Ph.D. in education (1987). Main courses taught are educational
psychology, curriculum studies and assessment of teaching skills. Major Field of research is teachers’
professional development. Email: ekrull@ut.ee

1. This was caused by a strong intellectual and political influence of German nobleman landowners
who settled in Estonia from the thirteenth century onwards. In spite of the incorporation of Estonia
into the Russian Empire at the beginning of eighteenth century, the strong dominance of the German
nobility in public life lasted until the beginning of the First World War and only started to weaken
after the declaration of Estonian independence in 1918.

2. The Dalton Plan is an education system in which students accept as individualized contracts the
work assigned to them. These contracts are actually monthly assignments. Students work at their own
rates and do not depend on close guidance from their teachers, although they confer individually with
the teachers.

The plan is named for the Dalton, Massachusetts, high school where Helen Parkhurst devised and,
from 1913, perfected it (Dalton Plan, 1993).

3. Eight-year study was a large-scale investigation in the United States that was intended to compare
the educational effectiveness of the thirty high schools whose works were based on the principles of
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progressive education propagated by John Dewey and William Kilpatrick, compared to the
educational outcomes obtained by the schools using conventional programmes and methods (see
Lindgren, 1972,

p. 310-11).
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