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How do curriculum, conceptions of knowledge and the schooling experiences
of young people engage the great issues of this tumultuous time? Curriculum
is always influenced by the events that shape our world, but when testing and
benchmarking preoccupy us, we can forget the world that is both the foundation
and the object of curriculum.

This edited volume brings together international contributors to analyse and
reflect on the way the events of the last decade have influenced the curriculum in
their countries. As they address nationalism in the face of economic globalization,
the international financial crisis, immigration and the culture of diaspora, they ask
how national loyalties are balanced with international relationships and interests.
They ask how the rights of women, and of ethnic and racial groups are represented.
They ask what has changed about history and civics post 9/11, and they ask how
countries that have experienced profound political and economic changes have
addressed them in curriculum.

These interactions and changes are a subject of particular interest for an
international yearbook in that they are almost always permeated by global
movements and influenced by multinational bodies and practices. And as these
essays show, in curriculum, global and international issues are explicitly or
implicitly also about local and national interests and about how citizens engage
their rights and responsibilities.

This volume brings together a new approach to perspectives on curriculum
today and a new collection of insights into the changes from different parts of the
world which discuss:

* How is the world represented in curriculum?
» How do responses to world events shape the stories we tell students about
who they are and can be?

This book will be of great benefit to educational researchers and policy-makers,
as well as undergraduate and postgraduate students.

Lyn Yates is Foundation Professor of Curriculum and also Pro Vice-Chancellor
(Research) at the University of Melbourne, Australia.

Madeleine Grumet is Professor of Education and Communication Studies at the
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, North Carolina, USA.
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Series Editors’ Introduction

‘The World Yearbook of Education 2011 takes up the question of curriculum and
its relationship to ‘the world. Addressing this theme, the volume editors, Lyn
Yates and Madeleine Grumet, remind us, that ‘the world’ is not a simple entity.
What counts as ‘the world’ is never still. It shifts over time and space, according to
standpoint and the means of making it knowable. “The world’ is also ‘our horizon’
that defines ‘what is, has been and what is possible’ for us in our local lives. Yet it is
‘this world in all its ambiguity that sits at the heart of curriculum, the instrument
that prepares young people for the world and their lives within it.

Working through four key themes, the volume offers a perspective on
curriculum that teases out its relationships with the world. What emerges is an
understanding of curriculum that fixes the fluidity of this world-in-the-making
as publicly agreed messages for those who learn at particular points in time and
space. These curricular moments capture the sense of what matters to adults
who, through their involvement in official decision making processes, define and
authorize curricula that are conveyed to the young. But as the chapters show, these
intergenerational communications, the way they are fixed and their implications
in forming personhood, are always contested. Curriculum is a consequence of
struggles to fix knowledge, identities, work and politics that make the world.

The chapters grapple with the relationship between curriculum and what
sometimes seems to be an emerging world. Ten years on from 9/11, the idea of the
world is in flux. Vulnerability, hope and pragmatic efforts to sustain economies,
even build a world without violence, motivate curriculum making. Yet together
these chapters reveal the persistent anchoring of curriculum in nations, regardless
of ‘one-world’ global policy steering or the complexities of local relations, cultures
and conflicts. Curriculum is formed in local places that are lived and negotiated
as part of a nation. This national frame lived through everyday experience further
complicates the relationship between curriculum and the world. So the struggles
that fix curriculum confront the dilemmas of contemporary personhood, how to be
part of one world, local worlds and nations, that pursue international competitive
advantage as well as national belonging.

The strength of this volume lies in the way it establishes a platform for rethinking
curriculum in the world that is simultaneously global, local and national. In this
powerful contribution, Lyn Yates and Madeleine Grumet take us beyond the one-
world imaginaries of knowledge economies and millennium goals. They remind
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us that, as in the past, curriculum is the locus not just for our hopes and fears,
but also for ‘the contradictions and tensions of our history, our institutions and
our politics? They surface an agenda for curriculum making, research and politics
that is about making the future and the contribution that knowing the world
educationally can make to that collective project.

‘The World Yearbook of Education 2011 is a powerful contribution to the
Routledge World Yearbook of Education series. Since 2005, these volumes have
taken up the challenge of identifying, grasping and understanding the implications
of globalizing education. The past six volumes have problematised these issues.
WYB 2005 opened up the question of globalization and nationalism. Volumes
from 2006 to 2008 tackled emerging effect at the interface between education
and the worlds of knowledge, work and politics. WYB 2009 took these questions
back to a consideration of childhood and WYB 2010 surfaced the complexities
of global-regional-national relations that are sedimented and mythologized in a
notion like ‘the Arab World:

Now, WYB 2011 takes us back to core questions of schooling, the curriculum.
As series editors, we are grateful that scholars of such standing as Lyn Yates
and Madeleine Grumet took on the work of preparing this volume. Editing
a World Yearbook of Education is never easy, given the intellectual demands of
the intellectual agenda that the series pursues and the time frames that must be
negotiated alongside busy lives. Yet this volume helps us, collectively as education
researchers in the world, to move towards more fruitful analysis and public
knowledge about education and its contribution to the world.

Terri Seddon, Jenny Ozga, Gita Steiner-Khamsi and Agnés van Zanten
Melbourne, Oxford, New York and Paris, 2010
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