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Geography in the Early Years

The presence of geography in the National Curriculum in England and Wales
means that even teachers of children in the first years of school need to
consider and monitor the distinctively geographical element in their teaching.
Joy Palmer here helps them to do so enjoyably, combining concise summaries
of the latest research with transcripts of classroom conversation, case studies
and suggestions for the development and implementation of sound
geographical work in practice. A final section provides a brief guide to
resources available to the teacher.

Joy Palmer is Senior Lecturer in Education at the University of Durham.
Recent publications include Environmental Education in the Primary School
and The Handbook of Environmental Education.



Teaching and Learning in the First Three Years of School
Series Editor Joy Palmer

This innovatory and up-to-date series is concerned specifically with
curriculum practice in the first three years of school. Each book includes
guidance on:

subject content

planning and organisation
assessment and record-keeping
in-service training

This practical advice is placed in the context of the National Curriculum
and the latest theoretical work on how children learn at this age and what
experiences they bring to their early years in the classroom.
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Editor’s preface

Each book in this series focuses on a specific curriculum area. The series
relates relevant learning theory or a rationale for early years learning to the
practical development and implementation of subject-based topics and
classroom activities at the infant level (i.e. Reception, Y1, Y2). It seems that
the majority of existing books on primary education and the primary
curriculum focus on pupils aged 7-11 years. It is hoped that this series presents
a refreshing and much needed change in that it specifically addresses the
first three years in school.

Each volume is intended to be an up-to-date, judicious mix of theory and
practical classroom application, offering a wealth of background information,
ideas and advice to all concerned with planning, implementing, monitoring
and evaluating teaching and learning in the first three years in school.
Theoretical perspectives are presented in a lively and interesting way, drawing
upon recent classroom research findings wherever possible. Case studies and
activities from a range of classrooms and schools illuminate many of the
substantial issues related to the subject area in question.

Readers will find a similar pattern of contents in all the books in the
series. Each discusses the early learning environment, transition from home-
to school-based learning, and addresses the key questions of what this means
for the early years teacher and the curriculum. Such discussion inevitably
incorporates ideas on the knowledge which young children may have of
subjects and an overview of the subject matter itself which is under scrutiny.
As the thrust of the series is towards young children learning subjects, albeit
in a holistic way, no doubt readers will wish to consider what is an appropriate
content or rationale for the subject in the early years. Having considered
young children as learners, what they are bringing into school in terms of
prior knowledge, the teacher’s task and the subject matter itself, each book
then turns its attention to appropriate methods of planning, organising,
implementing and evaluating teaching and learning activities. Crucial matters
such as assessment, evaluation and record-keeping are dealt with in their
own right, and are also referred to and discussed in ongoing examples of
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good practice. Each book concludes with useful suggestions for further
staffroom discussion/INSET activities and advice on resources.

As a whole, the series aims to be inspirational and forward-looking. As
all readers know so well, the National Curriculum is not ‘written in
concrete’. Education is a dynamic process. While taking due account of the
essential National Curriculum framework, authors go far beyond the level
of description of rigid content guidelines to highlight principles for
teaching and learning. Furthermore, they incorporate two key messages
which surely underpin successful, reflective education, namely ‘vision’ and
‘enthusiasm’. It is hoped that students and teachers will be inspired and
assisted in their task of implementing successful and progressive plans
which help young learners to make sense of their world and the key areas
of knowledge within it.

Joy A.Palmer
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